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Attendance Notes: 

Please call the  

Attendance Line at   

797-7144  

for all absences. 

Reminder:  If students sign in after 9:05 am or leave 

before 3:30 pm it will be counted as a tardy. 

Greetings Hawthorne Families, 
 
It has been a great start to the 2016-2017 school year!  If your kids have not 
already told you, we are spending a lot of time working on problem solving 
strategies and learning to play. We have had a lot of fun teaching kids how 
to play soccer and four square and use equipment such as hula hoops and 
jump ropes.  
 
One important reminder, if you have not already done so, please log into the 
parent portal on the district web page and confirm all of your contact infor-
mation.  This will ensure that we have all of your most current contact infor-
mation.  It is also the place to go to electronically sign permission slips for 
field trips. As always, thank you for your support!   
 
Our first PTO meting will be on September 14th. Please join us on the third 
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 for our PTO meetings.  PTO is a great 
way to get involved in our school. We would love to see you there! 
 
Finally, thank you to all of our families for helping your kids make a smooth 
transition back to school. We truly appreciate all that you do! 
 
Fondly, 
 
Angie Ervin 
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Welcome back! 

Friendly Reminders:  

All visitors must check in at the office.  

If your student is late you will need to 
accompany them to the office and  

sign them in. 

SEPTEMBER 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

9/14  PTO Meeting 

9/29  Early Release 

9/23  Picture Day! 
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NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
Food Allergy Basics 

 

About 2.2 million school-age children in the United States 
have food allergies.  Eight foods account for 90% of all food-
allergic reactions in the U.S.:  milk, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts 
(e.g., walnuts, almonds, cashews, pistachios, pecans), wheat, 
soy, fish, and shellfish.  Several of our Hawthorne classrooms 
are peanut/ nut free.  By following these simple rules we can 
keep all our children safe at school: 
 Avoid packing any peanut/ nut products in your child’s 
lunch or snacks.  (Check labels) 
 Avoid sending any peanut/ nut products as class party 
treats.  (Check labels)  If you have questions or concerns con-
tact your teacher or school nurse. 
 Please have your child wash his/ her hands prior to coming 
to school if they have eaten peanut/ nut products. 
Remind your child not to share food. 
Please be aware that there is a designated peanut/ nut free area 
in our dining hall.  No child will be allowed to have any foods 
containing peanuts/ nuts in this area, and they will not be al-
lowed to sit in this area if they have a peanut/ nut product 
packed in their lunch. 
If you have any questions regarding food allergies or the 
above measures, please contact the Hawthorne Clinic at (614)
797-7138. 
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HAWTHORNE PTO 
 

 

 

 

The new school year is off to a great start! The PTO worked with school administration to in-
vest in some new playground equipment as well as indoor recess games. The PTO also worked 
with the school counselor and leadership students to purchase and install a Buddy Bench over 
the summer. If a student sits on this bench, it indicates to other students that they want some-
one to play with. 

  

The school has also added a maker space that has been dubbed the “Creation Station”. An ESL 
teacher with a passion for technology worked with a team over the summer to create the space 
that will have the potential for many creative uses by student groups or classrooms. Soon the 
first Hawthorne Hackers club will get going! 

  

Another exciting new event this year will be the first cultural festival, which another ESL 
teacher is spearheading for spring. Hawthorne is home to many different cultural and linguistic 
groups and we are looking forward to showcasing them. Keep up to date with events and other 
news at www.hawthorneschool.org 

  

Upcoming dates to note: 

1.       Sept 24: Back to School Picnic, 11-1 at 221 W. Main Street, Westerville. 

2.       Sept 26-30: Scholastic Book Fair 

3.       Sept. 29: KISS 

4.       Oct. 3: Fundraiser Pick-Up 

5.       Oct. 10-24: Spirit Wear Sale 

 

Buy spirit wear year round online: http://mannestores.com/hawthorne 

  

We have many volunteer opportunities to meet different schedules and interests.  

http://www.hawthorneschool.org/volunteer-opportunities/job-descriptions/ 

  

Please also complete the directory form to be included in our family directory (will be like a 
phone book!): https://goo.gl/forms/tTSKQRCvNMfP2rnj1 
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Big money spent on lost and damaged library books 
Mr. Maceyko - Library/Media Specialist 

maceykom@westerville.k12.oh.us 
 

One of our big goals at the Hawthorne Library this school 
year is to reduce the number of books that are either lost by stu-
dents or returned to the library damaged beyond repair. Last 
school year our students paid nearly $800 to replace lost or 
damaged items! This school year we have been working hard 
by emphasizing book care and borrower responsibility in all 
grades with the goal to reduce the number of lost and damaged 
books. We need your help to reach this goal. One small way to 
help us reach our goal is to make sure your child is returning 
their library books on their library day. If you are unsure of your 
child’s library day check with their teacher so their books get re-
turned on time. In addition, the library will be emailing overdue 
notices to parents at the beginning of each month starting in Oc-
tober. This is to alert you to any overdue books your child may 
have that need returned to the library. 
Another way to reach our goal is to work with your child to pro-
tect their library books by not putting them in a situation where 
they might get lost or damaged. For example, when your child is 
travelling to and from school they should always have their li-

brary books in their backpack and 
they should always keep their li-
brary books away from food or 
pets at home where the books can 
be damaged. Our students have 
been working hard practicing 
these habits and I have already 
seen a positive difference in how 
they use the library and handle the 

mailto:maceykom@westerville.k12.oh.us


 

From Mr. O's Art Room 
  

 

 

We've had a great start to the new school year in the Hawthorne Art room!   
 
1st graders have been reviewing shapes and colors, learning about 
the art of Kandinsky and will be learning about symmetry next.  
 
Second graders learned about the very first artists in the world, the 
cavemen!  They imagined what it would be like to make art in a dark cave, 
then created their own "cave walls" to paint on.  We'll be exploring land-
scapes next, with a "visit" from Bob Ross!   
 
"Zen Tangle" is the first project of the year for third graders. This contempo-
rary art form combines abstract art, doodles and texture.   
 
Fourth graders have been learning about, and creating their own man-
dalas.  They learned about mandalas from different cultures, and brain-
stormed what is important to them before starting on their own.  
 
It's the project every Mustang is waiting for! Fifth graders have been learn-
ing about street art and graffiti.  They learned that graffiti is vandalism, as 
well as being introduced to the artwork of 3 world famous street artists. In 
the coming weeks, they'll be learning about and practicing different styles 
of lettering while working on their own "street art" word.   
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Welcome Back to Hawthorne! 

Classroom Guidance Lessons for August 
Mrs. Franklin and I team taught a three step problem solving process to 

grades 1-5 during gym class. We felt that it would be a great way to in-
corporate a guidance lesson as well as meet a requirement for the Physi-
cal Education Curriculum. 

The Problem Solving Pond provides the visual to teach and reinforce the 
skills of problem solving. The challenge of the Problem Solving Pond is to 
successfully help our frog friends get across the water to Success Land 
by using the problem solving stepping stones and problem solving lily pads 
to solve their problems. Students practiced the problem solving process 
by using real life situations. 

We created a large mural in the gym for our students to use as a refer-
ence. Our purpose is to equip each student with the steps and strate-
gies so that they can be strong, independent problem solvers. 

 
 

 

Hello Hawthorne Families! My name is Mrs. Gourley. I’m the School Counselor for 
Hawthorne Elementary. This year, I have a student from OSU, completing her  
internship as a School Social Worker. Her name is Miss Kristina. She will be an  

excellent support for our students! 

My overriding goal is to help each student achieve academic 
excellence. I work largely in three domains to achieve this 
goal; personal, social, and academic/career development. 

I interact with students on a daily basis in the classroom, in 
small group learning environments, and on an individual basis.  

I also refer students and families to community resources to 
ensure the rest of their basic needs are addressed.  If you feel 
there may be something I can help your student and/or family 

with, please do not hesitate    to contact me: 
Mrs. Gourley’s email: gourleyb@wcsoh.org Voicemail: 614-

797-7146 

mailto:gourleyb@wcsoh.org
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Buddy Bench 
Just before the start of school, Hawthorne’s first ever Buddy Bench was installed on the play-
ground. The purpose of this bench is to eliminate loneliness and foster friendship. The bench was 
designed as a playground tool for students to use as a means of communication. If a student notices 
another student sitting on the bench, they can invite that child to play or talk with them. This is es-
pecially useful for new students, students that are nonverbal or don’t have any friends to play with 
that day. Thank you to Hawthorne’s 2015-2016 Leadership Students and to our PTO for allowing us 
the opportunity to financially invest in our students! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th grade Walking Club 

Who:  5 students from each 5th grade classroom 

What:  Each student will earn a toe token for participation 

When:  Fridays during recess for 6 weeks 
   (1 more session before Winter Break. 2 more sessions in the Spring) 

 

Where:  Walking Track 

Why:  Alternative activity to recess and its fun! 

 

 



Page 8 

THE HAWTHORNE HERALD 

Parent Portal 
Student Information Update 

 

 

 

 

You can find the parent portal by navigating to: 

wcsoh.org 

 

From the drop down menu choose “For Parents & Guardians” 

 

 Click on “Parent Portal” then “Parent Portal”  again. 

 

You must create an account if you have not done so. 

You will need the log in credentials provided in the letters sent home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete ASAP as your student will not be able to attend any 

school related field trips. 

 

 

 

 

http://wcsoh.org

