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  Leadership Summit  
It is our pleasure to announce our essay winners for the District 
11th Annual Elementary Leadership Summit.  

 

 

  

  

Wishing you a  

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year! 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK! 
December 22nd through January 3rd 

Holden Blais   

Daijah Sutton 

Brooke Chapman 

Hannah Martin 

Mackenzie Krapenc 

Fatima Jallah 

Thomas Dalton 

Xiaxuan Li 

Sophia Diaz 

Mabel Cumming-
Vukovic 

Aaliyah Mohammad 

David Simms 

Adam Ockerman 

Mark Twain Chess Club 
It's Back!!! The Mark Twain Chess Club will be held over the winter season beginning on Tuesday, March 14th in the school gym. 
We are excited to offer this great program for our students once again!   Chess Club will meet every Tuesday from 8:00-8:50 am. 
Chess Club is open to all students in grades 1-5. All Chess materials are provided courtesy of the PTA.  Please contact the follow-
ing if you would like to volunteer. 

Ron Riebe  Riebe@edwardjones,com 

Cheryl Dalton chsimonis@yahoo.com 

Mike Scarbrough  mikescarbrough100@gmail.com 



MARK TWAIN NEWS  

   
  

 

Turn Your Kids Into Givers This Holiday Season 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Heartwarming television specials 
depict families gathered together to share traditions and make memories – in 
a perfect world. 

Meanwhile, back in reality, the holidays often find moms and dads tired and in 
debt. Kids, under the spell of advertisers, transform into little (or not-so-
little) surly beasts who want everything they see. 

How can you restore peace to your family so everyone can enjoy the holiday 
season? Foster gratitude and a spirit of giving in your children. Grateful and 
giving kids are much happier than grasping and envious ones. It’s never too 
early or too late to cultivate thankful hearts in our kids. To get started, here 
are some practical tips: 

Make gratitude a core value of your family life. Take time to stop and 
count your blessings. When your children receive a gift, teach them to pause 
and savor the moment. Focus on the generosity and kindness of the giver and 
talk about how the child will benefit from the gift, rather than how much the 
item cost or what it looks like. Insist that your child thank the giver verbally 
and make sure your kids write thank you notes. 

Help your children make a list of gifts they are going to give. Contain the 
“gimme syndrome” by putting limits on the number of items kids can put on 
their holiday wish lists and how often they can add to or change the lists. 
Then, turn their attention (and yours) to concentrating on gifts they want to 
give to others. Encourage your kids to create homemade gifts as well as give 
gifts of service (reading to a sibling, spending time helping grandparents with 
household chores). 

When your child gets something, have him or her give something 
away. Before the holiday season and gift-giving get too far underway, require 
that your children (and apply the same principle to yourself!) select gently 
used toys and clothes to donate to others. Remind your children that people 
are in need every day. 

Involve your children in volunteer and service activity. Look for opportuni-
ties to engage in community service as a family. Many churches and other 
organizations sponsor “giving trees” during the holidays. Involve your children 
in choosing, wrapping, and delivering the items you will donate. Afterwards, 
take time to discuss with your children what they learned from their experi-
ence. Ask them to come up with additional ideas for service to others. 

Remember, although you can’t control the larger cultural environment, you can 
give your children the gift of joy and gratitude this holiday season. 

Source: http://www.boystown.org/parenting/article/turn-your-kids-into-
givers-this-holiday-season 

   

Guidance Connection:  Nicole Morgan 
 

REFLECTIONS RESULTS 

CONGRATULATIONS  AND 
GOOD LUCK AT THE DISTRICT 

COMPETITION!!  

Primary Visual Arts 

1st - Max Kaufman - Silence and Sound 

2nd- Martha Cumming-Vukovic - House 

3rd - Connor Spade - My Trip to Florida 

Intermediate Visual Arts 

1st - Alma Khanal, Flight to A Different World 

2nd - Josie Gruber - Soccer 

3rd - Anila Palmer - My Unique Brothers and 
Sisters 

Primary Photography 

1st - Benjamin Kleuppel - My Puppy 

2nd - :Kamden Hibbitt - A Win at Martinsville 

Intermediate Photography 

1st - Alex Cardoza - F.A.L.L 

2nd - David Simms - The Unseen Road 

3rd - Marlaina Robles - My Emotions 

Primary Literature 

1st - Lincoln Haman - The Best Week of My Life 

2nd - Joyce Goates - My Family History 

3rd- Owen McLoughlin - Home and Family 

Intermediate Literature 

1st - Ava Heckman - Jennifer's Adventurous 
Life 

2nd- Anlia Palmer - My Life as a Foster Sister 

3rd- Mdelyn Bosler - The Spooky Spectacles 

Primary Dance Choreography 

1st- Claire Hageman - Claire's Hand Clap Dance 

2nd- Abdirahman Ismail - Mixed Dance 

Intermediate Dance Choreography 

1st - Gracen Hunley - Confident 

Intermediate Music Composition 

1st - Kinsley Reese - A Friend 

2nd - Thomas Dalton - My Day 

Primary Film Production 

1st - Silas Eberly - Gymnastics 

2nd - Ben Cardoza - A Squirrel Tale 

Intermediate Film Production 

1st - James Scarbrough - A New Friend 

http://www.boystown.org/parenting/article/turn-your-kids-into-givers-this-holiday-season
http://www.boystown.org/parenting/article/turn-your-kids-into-givers-this-holiday-season


MARK TWAIN REMINDERS AND REALLY USEFUL INFORMATION! 

 

  

 HOLIDAY MEAL 

Diced Turkey & Gravy 

Fluffy Mashed Potatoes 

Steamed Green Beans 

Strawberry-Mango 100% Fruit Slushie 

Chocolate  Cupcake 
Friday, December 16 

   

 BRRRR...DRESS FOR 
THE WEATHER! 

 

With the cold weather coming soon, this is a reminder 
that children will go outdoors for recess if it’s not 
raining and the temperature is 20 degrees F or above, 
including wind chill. Children should wear appropriate 
seasonal clothing (boots, hats, gloves) for playground 
activities. A reminder from the clinic, if your child is 
attracted to the mud,  please send a change of clothes 
in their backpacks. 

 

 

Updated Phone Numbers:  Please 
note that we are required by law to have 
two working phone numbers for every 
student. Please provide us with any up-
dated information as it changes 

Homework Requests… 
All homework requests must be called in to the 
Mark Twain Office (797-7200) no later than 10:00 
am for same day pick up. Work will be available at 
the end of the school day in the  office.  

 

PLEASE …. take the time to mark your child’s 
name on the inside of their winter coat.    Be-
ing able to identify the owner, makes it easier 
to return the coat to the owner! 

YEARBOOK UPDATE….. 

Pictures for the yearbook must be submitted 
to the office, by December 21, 2016.  Put all 
pictures on a CD, memory card or a flash 
drive.  Please mark these so that they can be 
returned to the proper owner.  Yearbook sale 
information will be coming home at the begin-
ning of the new year. 

Doctor Notes  

Are you headed to school after a 
morning doctor or orthodontist ap-
pointment or leaving early to get to 
an afternoon appointment? Please 
remember to ask for a doctor’s ex-
cuse so that the absence or tardy 
can be properly coded as a medical excuse.  

SCHOOL FEES –REMINDER 

If you have not paid the school fees for your student, 
please come to the office or make those payments online as 
soon as possible. School fees are used for  books and other 
consumables, paper, and much more. School fees were due 
by Oct. 1, 2016.  



NEWS  AND INFORMATION 

  
Be sure to visit the Mark Twain PTA website 
(mtpta.org) for all the up to date information 
about what’s happening with your PTA and to 
find out how you can participate in the Mark 
Twain  PTA.   

Lost and Found 
Are you missing a shoe, a lunch box  or 
a  coat?  Please remember to check the 
Lost and Found for misplaced items 
before the end of 
the month.  All un-
claimed items will 
be donated to 
W.A.R.M.   

  
 
 
 

MARK TWAIN RUNNING CLUB 

Fun on the Run Club is coming to an end for our 
third season. We  are looking forward to the 5K 
on Sunday, December 4, for those who have 
signed up to run. Come on out to cheer us on prior 
to the Holiday Parade at 1:30 pm. Thanks to eve-
ryone who helped to make this program such a 
success! We hope to see everyone in the spring 
when we head back out for more Fun on the Run! 

  

  

 

YEARBOOK COVER CONTEST WINNER 

 
 Front Cover:  Anna Williams 5th grade 

 Back Cover: Mary Sage Hyde 5th grade 

 

Thank you to all students  who worked so hard on their 
cover entries!  

ATTENTION MARK TWAIN VOLUNTEERS  

Westerville Board of Education policy has made it manda-
tory that we have on file a Volunteer Statement for every 
person working as a volunteer in our building or chaperon-
ing on a class field trip. If you are planning to act as a 
volunteer in our building or as a chaperone and you have 
not already completed a form for this school year, please 
obtain the necessary form from the school office  

 

Your bus is late….please contact transporta-
tion at 797-5950 if you have a question about 
a late bus.   

Mark Twain Craft 
Bazaar Raised... 
 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped make 
the craft bazaar a huge success again this year! 
 
Thanks to the many, many parents, grandparents, 
and students who volunteered countless hours at 
the show. Thank you also to Cub Scout pack 966 
and Boy Scout pack 64 for a great job setting up, 
helping vendors, and cleaning up. Also thank you to  
the many families who brought in yummy treats 
for the bake sale. 
This event could not happen without such a sup-
portive Mark Twain family. There were over 2200 
paid adult shoppers and it brought in over $12,000 
to support our school. 
Your time and support is greatly appreciated!! 
Hope you all had a great time there too! 


