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THE OHIO HISTORY CENTER

• Join Ice Age themed scavenger hunts

• See bones from Ice Age mammals

• Learn about Ohio’s climate change 

• Discover Ohio 11,000 years ago

Celebrate the end of winter with our special Ice Age-themed programming.

On weekdays, enjoy hands-on encounters and fun activities. During the weekend, 
special guest Ice Age scientists and historians will share their knowledge with you. 

MARCH 14–APRIL 18*

Mon.–Sun., 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 

*We will be closed Sun., April 1

OPEN 
DAILY!



Throughout the last Ice Age, beavers the size of black bears thrived in 
wetland habitats across North America. Paleontologists have debated 
the ecological impact of the giant beaver (Castoroides ohioensis) as well 
as what caused its extinction approximately 10,000 years ago. 

Stable isotope analysis of giant beaver bones and teeth reveal new information about the 
diet and behavior of this mega-rodent. This dataset highlights how climate change and 
inter-species competition contributed to the extinction of the giant beaver. This new 
research includes giant beaver specimens from the Ohio History Connection Natural 
History collections! Enjoy special collections tables from the Ohio History Connection 
and the Ohio State University’s Orton Geological Museum before the lecture. 

Registration is required for this event. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; lecture is at 7 p.m. with a meet 
and greet afterward. Light refreshments will be provided during the post-lecture meet and greet.

Stable Isotopic Investigations  
of Giant Beaver Ecology

Sat., March 24, 2018 • 6:30–8 p.m.

Tessa Plint is a Research Technologist at the Laboratory for Stable Isotope Science at the University of Western 
Ontario. Tessa first became fascinated with studying skeletons while pursuing an undergraduate degree in 
archaeology. She shifted from studying humans to studying animals during her graduate work, where her research 
focused on reconstructing the paleoecology of extinct Ice Age megafauna using stable isotope ratios of bones 
and teeth. She now oversees the daily operations of the new joint Biology-Earth Sciences stable isotope facility at 
the University of Western Ontario.

Register today at ohiohistory.org/plint

Join guest curator 
and researcher Tessa 
Plint for this special 

evening lecture!

SAT., MARCH 24 • 2-2:30 P.M.
Ohio Mega-Rodents: Exploring the 
Ecology and Extinction of the  
Ice Age Giant Beaver

SAT., MARCH 24 • 6:30–8 P.M.
Stable Isotopic Investigations  
of Giant Beaver Ecology

SAT., MARCH 31 • 1–1:30 P.M.
Climate Change: Natural Phenomenon,  
or Human-made Disaster?

SAT., MARCH 31 • 2–2:30 P.M.
Ice Age Ohio 

SAT., APRIL 7 • 1–2 P.M.
CSI: Ice Age

SAT., APRIL 7 • 2–2:30 P.M.  
Ohio’s Climate Through the Ages

For details on topics and speakers, visit  
ohiohistory.org/springbreak


