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The research and study behind WCSD’s decision to bring students
together again

Slightly more than two weeks ago, Westerville City School District Superintendent Dr. John Kellogg
presented Board of Education members with the district’s “Together Again Plan,” which returns all students
who are not participating in the Westerville Virtual Academy to daily, in-person instruction beginning March
8, 2021. Anyone interested in viewing this presentation in its entirety may do so through the following
PRESENTATION LINK. Board members also received an UPDATE REPORT during their meeting on
February 22. The following DOCUMENT offers a summary overview of resources and information that was
reviewed and considered by district officials while making the determination to resume daily instruction. 

 

Categorized summary of initial operational and procedural
expectations as we welcome students back to the classroom
beginning March 8

General Mitigation Strategies

Students and staff are required to wear appropriate masks in a manner consistent with health
experts’ recommendations at all times, except while eating. 
Cleaning and sanitizing schedules will remain in place; supplies and materials for cleaning and
sanitizing will continue to be made available. 
Whenever and wherever possible, maintain physical distancing of at least 6 feet. 
The district will continue to partner with local health departments in regard to contact tracing. 
Students or staff members who are symptomatic should not come to school. If an individual comes
to school when they are ill or if they develop symptoms while at school, they should be moved to an
isolation room. 

Classrooms

Students’ desks must be physically distanced to the greatest extent possible, with a minimum of
3 feet between students. Any items in the classroom that are not necessary for instruction (e.g., extra
desks, book cases, etc.) should be removed from the room to maximize the space available to
create space between student desks.

If desks must be arranged with students facing each other, a barrier between the students will
be added.

Teachers should design instructional activities and classroom procedures to maximize physical
distancing at 3 feet or more. 

Cafeteria

Cafeterias are being arranged to maximize physical distancing, with a minimum standard of 3 feet
between students. 
In some cases, schools are using additional spaces to supplement the current cafe.
The district is providing transparent partitions for all schools.
Schools will cohort students at lunch with assigned seating to support any contact tracing.

Transportation

The goal is to minimize the number of students per seat to one when possible. However, there are
routes that, depending on actual ridership, may require more than 2 students to a seat.

The number of students per seat can fluctuate day to day and week to week, depending on
actual ridership.
We have estimates of each route’s ridership based upon previous ridership levels.
We will monitor the first week.
Transportation routes are firmly established and cannot be changed to reduce ridership.
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Ventilation Systems

All ventilation systems have been adjusted to allow 40% outside air flow and will increase for even
greater outside air flow as weather warms. 
As weather permits, schools are encouraged to take students outdoors. 
All of the district’s buildings remain compliant with current school ventilation standards; no new
requirements have been established. 

Quarantine Guidelines

Westerville City Schools remains committed to the safety and health of our students and staff. We
continue to work closely with local health officials to ensure our health and safety measures comply with
the latest research and guidance. To that end, the district recently updated its guidelines for quarantining
to reflect current terminology, quarantine requirements and contact tracing methodology.

 

 

Choose masks that…

Have two or more layers of washable, tightly woven, breathable fabric (they should block light when
held up to a bright light source);
Completely cover your nose and mouth;
Fit snugly against the sides of your face and don’t have gaps;
Have a nose wire to prevent air from leaking out of the top of the mask;
Do not have exhalation vents, which allow virus particles to escape.

Special considerations…

The effectiveness of wearing a face shield without a mask is unknown and therefore not
recommended.
Individuals choosing to wear a gaiter should ensure it has two layers of protection or is folded to
cover their nose and mouth with two layers of fabric.
In cold weather, scarves, ski masks or balaclavas should be worn over a mask; they are not
substitutes for a mask.

Additional guidelines…

Wash your hands or use sanitizer before putting on a mask;
Avoid touching the mask when wearing it;
Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose and mouth when removing a mask;
Wash and/or sanitize your hands immediately after removing a mask;
Reusable masks should be washed regularly using your washing machine’s hottest appropriate
water setting for the cloth used to make the mask and dried using your dryer’s highest appropriate
heat setting for the cloth used to make the mask.

We will be providing our non Westerville Virtual Academy families with these weekly newsletters to share
important updates, reminders, and information about our Together Again Plan. Please watch for this
electronic publication each Wednesday afternoon. 
 

Westerville City School District 
936 Eastwind Drive, Westerville, OH 43081 

www.wcsoh.org    |    www.wcsoh.org/TogetherAgain

 
 

Westerville City School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact Westerville City School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service,
follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.

Parents/Guardians: The District is sometimes able to provide free language assistance in other languages. If you need such assistance, please contact the building secretary or building administrator at your child's school and let them know the language you speak.

Spanish: Padres / Guardianes: A veces el Distrito puede proporcionar asistencia gratis en otros idiomas. Si necesita esta ayuda, comuníquese con la secretaria del edificio o con el administrador del edificio en la escuela de su hijo y hágales saber el idioma que usted
habla.

Somali: Waalidiinta/Mas'uuliyiinta: Degmada Waxbarashadu waxay mararka qaarkood idinka caawin kartaa luqooyinka kale. Haddii aad u baahan tahay caawintaas, fadlan la xariir xoghaynta ama qofka maamula iskuulka ilmahaagu dhigto una sheeg luqadda aad ku
hadashid.
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