
Viebranz, Greg <viebrang@westerville.k12.oh.us>

Together Again: Family Newsletter 03-10-2021 
1 message

Westerville City Schools <info@westerville.k12.oh.us> Wed, Mar 10, 2021 at 5:04 PM
Reply-To: Westerville City Schools <info@westerville.k12.oh.us>
To: viebrang@wcsoh.org

March 10, 2021

Spring Break Travel and Ohio’s Travel Advisory Resource

Spring Break for students in the Westerville City Schools is scheduled this year from March 29 through
April 5. The State of Ohio maintains a website that identifies current travel advisories for states that
have a high positivity rate of COVID-19. According to the site, persons entering Ohio after travel to states
reporting positive testing rates of 15 percent or higher for COVID-19 are advised to self-quarantine for 14
days. 

The website defines positivity rate as “an indicator of how much COVID-19 there is in a community.” The
Ohio Department of Health (ODH) is recommending against travel to those states with high positivity. If
someone must travel, ODH is recommending 14 days of self-quarantine after leaving those locations (see
“What to Do During Self-Quarantine” below). 

Travel advisories are intended for Ohio residents and out-of-state travelers for both leisure and business
travel. The website notes that the advisories are guidance, not a mandate. Travelers are encouraged to
consider the information presented on the website along with other factors (mode of transportation,
lodging, activities, ability to social distance when traveling, personal health factors, etc.) when making
travel decisions.

Any families planning to travel during spring break (or at any other time) are encouraged to monitor the
state’s travel advisory website and the status of states to which they will be traveling.  At the time of this
writing, Idaho, Kansas, South Dakota, Alabama and Iowa are identified as states with a high positivity rate.
The CDC and Department of Homeland Security also offer websites that include travel restrictions and
 information/resources for international travel. 

What to Do During Self-Quarantine

Take your temperature with a thermometer two times a day and monitor for fever, as well as
other symptoms including cough, difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches,
headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or
diarrhea.

If fever and/or symptoms develop, call your medical provider.
Remain at home and avoid all in-person activities. This includes work, grocery stores and
pharmacies, public events and public places.
If you live in a home with other people who did not travel with you, stay in a separate room. If
this is not possible, wear a face mask when you are in the same room and stay at least six
feet away from others.
Do not leave home except to seek medical care. If you need to see a provider for reasons
other than a medical emergency, please call in advance and discuss the care you need.
In the event of a medical emergency, call 9-1-1. Indicate that you are in home quarantine for
novel coronavirus exposure. Keep a face mask on until you are asked by a health care
provider to remove it.
Do not have visitors in your home.
Do not use public transportation, taxis, or ride-shares.

Please remind your students to follow bus safety guidelines

Have you noticed that our buses have their vents and windows opened slightly to help increase fresh air
flow, similar to how we’ve opened outside vents to increase the fresh air flow in our buildings? That’s just
one of the strategies our Transportation Department has in place to keep students safe during their rides
to and from school. Now that students have returned to daily, in-person instruction, it’s a great time to once
again watch this Bus Safety Video with your child(ren) and remind them of how important it is to follow
these guidelines!
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Will the Westerville Virtual Academy still be an option for families
next school year

Some families have been wondering if our district will offer the Westerville Virtual Academy (WVA) again
next year as an instructional option for students. The creation of our WVA was made possible due to state
legislation passed last year allowing school systems to offer fully remote instruction while operating during
the pandemic. That legislation expires at the end of the current school year. There has been no additional
legislative action that would allow us to continue the WVA in the future.

We are currently registering middle and high students for classes next year under the assumption that
there will not be a fully remote instructional option available next school year. We strongly encourage all
families, including current WVA students, to complete the scheduling process with the same consideration.

We will keep families informed as we receive additional guidance from the state regarding full time remote
learning opportunities for next school year.

 

 

Choose masks that…

Have two or more layers of washable, tightly woven, breathable fabric (they should block light when
held up to a bright light source);
Completely cover your nose and mouth;
Fit snugly against the sides of your face and don’t have gaps;
Have a nose wire to prevent air from leaking out of the top of the mask;
Do not have exhalation vents, which allow virus particles to escape.

Special considerations…

The effectiveness of wearing a face shield without a mask is unknown and therefore not
recommended.
Gaiters are not an adequate substitute for a mask. Persons needing to wear a gaiter must make
sure it is 2 ply or folded over.
In cold weather, scarves, ski masks or balaclavas should be worn over a mask; they are not
substitutes for a mask.

Additional guidelines…

Wash your hands or use sanitizer before putting on a mask;
Avoid touching the mask when wearing it;
Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose and mouth when removing a mask;
Wash and/or sanitize your hands immediately after removing a mask;
Reusable masks should be washed regularly using your washing machine’s hottest appropriate
water setting for the cloth used to make the mask and dried using your dryer’s highest appropriate
heat setting for the cloth used to make the mask.

We will be providing our non Westerville Virtual Academy families with these weekly newsletters to share
important updates, reminders, and information about our Together Again Plan. Please watch for this
electronic publication each Wednesday afternoon. 
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Westerville City School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact Westerville City School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service,
follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.

Parents/Guardians: The District is sometimes able to provide free language assistance in other languages. If you need such assistance, please contact the building secretary or building administrator at your child's school and let them know the language you speak.

Spanish: Padres / Guardianes: A veces el Distrito puede proporcionar asistencia gratis en otros idiomas. Si necesita esta ayuda, comuníquese con la secretaria del edificio o con el administrador del edificio en la escuela de su hijo y hágales saber el idioma que usted
habla.

Somali: Waalidiinta/Mas'uuliyiinta: Degmada Waxbarashadu waxay mararka qaarkood idinka caawin kartaa luqooyinka kale. Haddii aad u baahan tahay caawintaas, fadlan la xariir xoghaynta ama qofka maamula iskuulka ilmahaagu dhigto una sheeg luqadda aad ku
hadashid.
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